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Preamble: 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by the SARS-CoV-2 
virus. The SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus most likely spread to people from animals, 
probably bats via an intermediate source1. 
 
Covid-19 isn't the first pandemic humanity has faced and it won't be the last, 
for as we intrude further into the natural world to exploit its resources, it is 
inevitable that we will encounter novel viruses, some of which will mutate to 
forms infectious to humans and to which we have little or no natural 
immunity2. 
 
Many potentially pandemic viruses await that encounter, some far worse 
than the one we are currently fighting3. Disease experts have been issuing 
warnings for decades, but Covid-19 showed how unprepared Australia is to 
deal with them. 
 
What has happened offers lessons about how to judge and respond to virus 
warnings in future. TNL commits to the implementation of policies that will 
adequately inform and resource effective preventive, detection, and 
treatment responses to future threatened and emergent pandemics. 
 
Prevention - environmental: 
 
There is incontrovertible evidence of a causal link between habitat 
exploitation and destruction, resulting in human contact with novel or 
species-jumping pathogens to which humans have little or no immunity4. 
Thus, primary prevention of future pandemics is dependent on ending 
practices such as wilderness exploitation, clear felling, old forest logging and 
forest/rain forest burning, clearing and exploitation of cleared land. 
 
As well as ending such practices at home, under a TNL government an 
Australia that practices what it preaches can and will exert its restored ethical 
capital towards influencing other nations to follow suit. Additionally, a ban on 

 
1 https://www.newscientist.com/definition/coronavirus-come-lab/#ixzz7Nr5Vvtrg 
2 https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg24733001-000-the-covid-19-pandemic-was-predicted-heres-
how-to-stop-the-next-one/#ixzz7Nr6DxApN 
3 https://www.dlsph.utoronto.ca/pandemics/  
4 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.glt.2020.09.003 
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the sale and importation of products that contribute to habitat destruction 
(such as palm oil grown on deforested land) will be enacted. 
 
Prevention – quarantine/border control: 
 
While modern travel amplifies the risk of global spread, an island nation has a 
natural advantage in halting that spread at its borders, if it has policies and 
facilities fit for the task. Major failings of Australia’s approach to protect the 
public from future pandemics lies in the absence of dedicated, safe 
quarantine facilities, and slow political responses to emergent pandemics. 
 
The lessons of effective quarantine that once gave Australia one of the 
world’s lowest mortality rates from the 1918 influenza pandemic5 have been 
forgotten, or ignored. 
 
A TNL government will enact laws to establish dedicated quarantine facilities 
away from major population centres, to maintain them during periods of 
disuse, and to ensure procedures are in place to staff and resource the 
facilities adequately. Expert medical advice, not political expediency will 
inform decisions regarding who, for how long, and in what circumstances 
people will be quarantined6. Quarantine will be free of cost to all. 
 
Prevention – public health measures/vaccines: 
 
A TNL Government will ensure that in the event of an emergent epidemic or 
pandemic, sufficient free-to-user supplies of diagnostic tests, vaccines, 
antiviral and antibacterial medicines, and personal protective equipment are 
provided in a timely manner. The timing, nature and extent of these supplies 
will be decided by expert medical advice, not political expediency.  
 
Domestic medical research and manufacture capacity will be restored and 
expanded such that dependency on foreign manufacturers and suppliers will 
be averted. We will become a nation that develops, manufactures, and 
exports such products and know-how. 
 
The provision of sufficient sick leave and social security will support those 
who cannot work and/or who must be isolated/quarantined. This will ensure 
financial disincentives that militate against the observation of essential public 
measures will be minimised. 
 
  

 
5 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2570822/ 
6 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33186687/  
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Treatment Facilities: 
 
TNL’s health policies (https://tnl.net.au/policies/ ) encompass the 
strengthening and expansion of public primary, secondary and tertiary 
medical facilities. This include restoration of the true value of the Medicare 
rebates, such that there is equity of access based on medical need and not 
personal income.  
 
Public hospital funding will be reset and maintained at a level that ensures 
staffing matches workload and that no avoidable shortage of equipment, 
medicines, or intensive care facilities occurs. 
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